
                         

Sarasota Bay Rancho! Video Game  

Post-Explore 
Visit Places of History around Sarasota Bay and Imagine the Rancho Heritage 

 

After playing the rancho game, players should seek out some of the places around Sarasota Bay 

and the Manatee River used by the ranchos. There is no place commemorated for the ranchos but 

there are many locales around Sarasota Bay and the Manatee River that were used by the rancho 

industry and several of those sites were built upon by later settlers, who are central to the modern 

history of Sarasota and Manatee.  

 

 
Blank Map of Sarasota Bay 

From http://sarasotabay.org/ 

 

The map for the rancho industry of Sarasota Bay is basically blank. There is no place to visit to 

see the huts and fishing nets of the ranchos. The archaeologist’s job is to find the locations and 

http://sarasotabay.org/


help reconstruct what life was like two centuries ago when Cuban fishermen set up their villages, 

fished the waters, and sailed between Sarasota Bay and Havana.  

 

This post explore wants you to visit historic places around Sarasota Bay.  

 

One tool for finding historic sites is the historic markers program. For Sarasota, the listing is 

found at https://www.scgov.net/History/Lists/HistoricalMarkers/AllItems.aspx. For Manatee 

County, http://www.flheritage.com/preservation/markers/markers.cfm?ID=manatee. Visit places 

that provide the vista of the bay that was once used by the Cuban fishermen.  

 

In Manatee County, the below Florida Public Archaeology Network map includes four parks that 

once had ranchos: 

 Emerson Point Preserve 

 De Soto National Memorial 

 Robinson Preserve 

 Florida Maritime Museum at Cortez 

 

While the ranchos are not there anymore, the information at the parks tells of the rich heritage of 

the region and offer great views of the Manatee River and Sarasota Bay. Detailed information 

can be found at the Manatee River exhibit at the South Florida Museum (there is an admission 

fee for the museum). 

 

 
 

Map is available for download at 

http://www.flpublicarchaeology.org/wcrc/documents/ManateeMap_Final.pdf 

 

https://www.scgov.net/History/Lists/HistoricalMarkers/AllItems.aspx
http://www.flheritage.com/preservation/markers/markers.cfm?ID=manatee
http://www.flpublicarchaeology.org/wcrc/documents/ManateeMap_Final.pdf


For Sarasota, there are two maps by FPAN available for download at  

http://www.flpublicarchaeology.org/wcrc/documents/Sarasota_Map.pdf.  

 

 
 

 
 

Places to visit include Yellow Bluffs and Indian Mound Park, both of which have great views of 

Sarasota Bay. Museums (which have an admissions charge) include Historic Spanish Point.  

 

http://www.flpublicarchaeology.org/wcrc/documents/Sarasota_Map.pdf


There is much history and ecology to explore around Sarasota Bay: enjoy knowing the history 

that has washed across its shores. 

 

Once you visit some of the places, think about other spots around Sarasota Bay and engage in 

historic preservation! 

 

Historic Preservation in Sarasota and Manatee 
 

Historic Preservation seeks to preserve, conserve and protect buildings, objects, landscapes or other 

artifacts of historical significance. Historical significance does not have an absolute measure – if the 

landscape, building, or object matters to a group of people, it is historic and worth preserving in some 

manner. How to preserve is a matter of democratic decision-making and governmental actions.  

 

Keep the Past Alive  
Learn about the place you visited, or your neighborhood or even another nearby place. Get 

information together from residents, the library, or the county history center (either the Sarasota 

County History Center or Historical Resources Department of the Manatee County Clerk of Circuit 

Court’s Office). With the information collected (history, archaeology, and ecology) offer tours to 

family and friends.  

 

Our Community and Its History  
Think about this area. What are three places or memories you would like to see preserved for the 

future? For each place or memory, think of three things you could do to help historic preservation, 

individually or as part of a group:  

_________________ ____________________ 

_________________ ____________________ 

_________________ ____________________ 

_________________ ____________________ 

_________________ ____________________ 

_________________ ____________________ 

_________________ ____________________ 

_________________ ____________________ 

_________________ ____________________ 

 
 

The Post-explore was created by New College Public Archaeology Lab Director Uzi Baram  

in consultation with Sherry Svekis, President of Time Sifters Archaeological Society, 

 with funding from EdExploreNext May 2013 


