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Spring 2019 
Landscapes: Past and Present 

ANTH 3420 
New College of Florida 

Professor Uzi Baram 
Classroom: College Hall 214 
Class Meets: Monday and Thursday 12:30-1:50 pm 
Office Hours: Tuesday 1- 2 pm & by appointment 
Professor’s Office: College Hall 205 
EMail:  Baram@ncf.edu. Office Telephone Number: 487-4217 
Syllabus is available online at http://sites.ncf.edu/baram/courses 
Course is on Canvas 
 
Catalogue Description 
Landscape archaeology opens up consideration of the multiple ways people of the past shaped the land around them, 
consciously or unconsciously. A holistic form of archaeological study, the framework includes techniques from 
geoarchaeology, data organization from GIS, and symbolic analyzes. A range of topics within landscape 
archaeology that relate to core principles of Anthropology will be covered including methods of investigation of the 
physical and symbolic aspects of the cultural landscape, interpretation and modeling of results from archaeology, 
historical investigations, and oral histories; archaeological ethics and cooperative interactions with local and 
descendant communities concerned with the heritage of the landscapes under study; and strategies for protecting the 
cultural resources manifest in those landscapes. Examples will range widely over all human periods, from the 
Paleolithic to the modern era, and geographically from local Florida landscapes to those across North America and 
in the eastern Mediterranean, Western Europe, southern Africa, Australia, and South America.  
 
Course Description 
The course examines landscapes past and present. The sustained focus on materiality makes this thematic 
Anthropology course a class in archaeology. Since Anthropology seeks a holistic perspective on its subject of study, 
landscape encourages/facilitates/requires greater inclusion for consideration of peoples, places, and cultures by 
going beyond a site to approach vistas. The intellectual background for landscape archaeology, examples of 
successful projects employing the approach, and exploration of landscapes centers the course. Over the semester, we 
will explore the concepts of place, land, nature, and `scape and employ them for case studies.  
 
The course fulfills the Anthropology AOC requirement of a thematic archaeology course. This course is co-listed 
with Environmental Studies and can be an International and Area Studies elective. And the class is Gender Studies 
Eligible, which means that you can receive Gender Studies credit if your coursework focuses on gender concerns. 
The course fulfils the LAC for Social Sciences and for Diverse Perspectives.  
 
Course Prospectus 
Landscape includes all the elements seen, heard, and felt around us. The cultural landscape serves to create and 
reproduce the material conditions of social life. Thus physical remains are a useful entry point for understanding the 
ways in which class, gender, and ethnicity/race were experienced and transformed in the past.  Mundane reminders 
of everyday life – buttons, nails, ceramic sherds, and glass fragments – are the small things forgotten implicated in 
the process of social reproduction.  And so are houses, settlement pattern, and the larger landscape.  Though the 
contemporary materiality of a landscape may appear static, it is actually a dynamic outcome of the articulation of the 
built environment and natural landscape over time as people actively configure space, situate buildings, and design 
walkways and fences to express their social identities. Changes in social relations can be identified using a variety of 
methodological tools and interpreted within a theoretical framework that emphasizes the cultural landscape as the 
product and the precedent of social negotiations. Archaeological studies underscore the notion that landscapes were 
designed and created to be seen and experienced by others. This course explore theories and methods for studying 
the materiality of landscapes toward anthropological concerns and questions.  
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Course Goals: 
At the end of the course, the student should be able to: 

 Demonstrate an understanding of landscape archaeology in terms of research, interpretation, and 
foundational concepts; 

 Discuss current issues in landscape archaeology and compare theoretical and methodological approaches to 
landscape studies; 

 Recognize the roles of human in manipulating and altering the landscape through time and the influence of 
landscapes on human societies 

 Be able to research and represent archaeological landscapes in an anthropologically meaningful manner. 
 

Texts  
 Matthew Johnson 2007 Ideas of Landscape. Blackwell. 
 Bruno David and Julian Thomas (editors) 2008 Handbook of Landscape Archaeology. Left Coast Press. 

(noted as Handbook below) 
 Jim Leary 2015 The Remembered Land: Surviving Sea-level Rise after the Last Ice Age. Bloomsbury 

Academic (noted as Leary below) 
 
The books are available at the campus bookstore, typical online sources, and library reserves. Other readings, listed 
below on the outline of topics, are on electronic reserve at the course Moodle site. 
 
Course Requirements 
1. Attendance and Participation: students are expected to attend each and every class session. This syllabus contains 
details on readings, topics, assignments, and expectations; look over the syllabus throughout the semester to keep 
track of assignments and topics as well as course goals. You are expected to complete readings before the class 
meets and to check Moodle and emails from the professor for information and details on assignments and other 
course news. You should bring either a pen/pencil and paper or an electronic device for note-taking in class. Raising 
questions is an expected part of class participation. All reasonable excuses for absence will be accepted if they are 
provided before the class meeting – leave a message via email or voice message on the professor’s office telephone.  
 
2. Romanticism and the Landscape: Find a Poem 
Locate a poem on landscape to present to the class on February 7th (there are several webpages devoted to the topic). 
There are no literary limitations placed on this assignment – nearly anything goes (including your original poems). 
Please upload a copy of the poem to Canvas by noon on February 7th), adding three to five sentences on the reasons 
for your choice. 
 
3. Short Paper: Response Essay to Johnson 
There are two parts to the response paper. The first is to lay out, concisely and in your own words, the key insights 
and implications from The Idea of Landscape for landscape archaeology today. The second part of the response 
paper is methodology: how are the ideas in the book useful for studying and representing landscapes. Three to six 
typed doubled-spaced printed pages. Due for class discussion (upload the file to Canvas) by February 14th at 12 
noon. 
 
4. Research Projects: Landscapes – Present and Past 
A. First Mod Project: Reading a contemporary landscape 

Using guidelines found at http://www.williamcronon.net/researching/landscapes.htm choose an easily 
accessible landscape, one that you can visit regularly during the first module of the semester. Please choose 
your landscape early in the semester. The goal is to describe the landscape through participant-observation, 
by visiting the location several times over several weeks. Please choose carefully and explicitly: an urban 
landscape versus a nature park, a neighborhood or a space with multiple uses. This can be collective project 
involving two or more members of the class. Read and present the landscape, using one of the theoretical 
perspectives offered in the course, in a five to eight double-spaced printed paper and  as a visual (the form 
can be a powerpoint, video, or other format as long as the professor can access the file). You will provide a 
draft on March 28th  uploaded to Canvas by 10 am and present the work in class for discussion as noted in 
the below schedule. 
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B. Second Mod Project: Reconstructing a past landscape or imagining a future landscape 
a. Using a site plan from an archaeological excavation (the professor will provide examples and 
direction to other possibilities – can be any archaeological site around the world as long as we can 
access the evidence), you will reconstruct the landscape for the time and place  
b. Lay out what should be preserved, and how, from contemporary Florida for a future where there 
has been a 6 meter rise in sea level (i.e., we become like the Mesolithic of Northsealand) – this is 
harder than the first option and requires the same methods for the materiality of the landscape 

Using the methodologies from the course, employ the archaeological imagination to reconstruct what was 
at the place you chose. This second project can be a group endeavor. You (or your group) will present your 
results to the class as noted on one of the two dates noted in the below schedule. The visuals (can be any 
format – powerpoint, video, or other) will be uploaded to Canvas by May 5th at 10 am for evaluation. 

 
5. Representing Landscapes 
The final paper - three to six double-spaced printed pages long – will use your two case studies to address the 
question: what is landscape archaeology. Please cite the Johnson volume and at least five chapters in the Handbook 
of Landscape Archaeology in your paper (more citations will be welcomed). The deadline is May 14th (uploaded to 
Canvas by 10 am) except for graduating students who need to upload their work by May 8th at 10 am. 
 
The Professor’s Approach to Evaluations and Deadlines: 
There are no grades for this course; the satisfactory/unsatisfactory designation allows a great deal of flexibility for 
assignments. Written work for the course will receive comments and students can assume the work is satisfactory 
unless a revision is requested. For discussion, quality not quantity is the key. The course is predicated on the notion 
that students in the class want to engage, study, and learn the course materials and meet the class goals. 
 
The deadlines for assignments exist to ensure completion of course goals. When the professor receives your work, 
he will strive to read and assess the paper in a timely manner. The comments will point out strengths and 
weaknesses and your progress in the course; if the professor sees a need for improving some aspect of your work, 
you will be asked to revise. The goal is to meet all the course objectives toward mastery of the course materials. 
With the written work set up for your success, there are no extensions on deadlines – if circumstances create a 
situation where you are not satisfied with your work, hand in the extant draft with a note that you will revise the 
paper by a reasonable date (i.e., up to three days); the professor will evaluate the finished product. Since all the 
deadlines are noted on this syllabus, you will produce the assignments on the deadline.   
 
Communications 
You are expected to use the syllabus for instructions on assignments and course readings. You are expected to be in 
class and note any changes to the schedule discussed in class. Moodle is used for course readings, announcements, 
and other information so you must check it regularly. When the professor sends an email, whether individually or as 
part of the course, you need to read the message and respond appropriately. Please use office hours (both listed and 
by appointment) to discuss any and all course concerns.  
 
All New College Policies will be followed: 

 A student claiming a need for special accommodations because of a disability must work with the 
Counseling and Wellness Center, which will establish the need for specific accommodations and 
communicate them to the instructor. 

 Any suspected instance of plagiarism will be handled in accordance with the College’s policy on academic 
dishonesty. 

 No student shall be compelled to attend class or sit for an examination at a day or time when he or she 
would normally be engaged in a religious observance or on a day or time prohibited by his or her religious 
belief. Students are expected to notify their instructors if they intend to be absent for a class or announced 
examination, in accordance with this policy, prior to the scheduled meeting. 
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Outline of Topics 
 
12/ 24 Mini-Class 
Landscapes in the Anthropocene: Documenting before the Great Transformation 
 
1/28 Introduction to the Course: Walking the Landscape  
Readings: none 
 
1/31 Landscapes: Defined and Explored  
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 1 Landscape Archaeology 
2. Handbook Chapter 2 Place in Landscape Archaeology 
3. Handbook Chapter 3 Uncommon Ground 
 
2/4 Observations and Archaeologies  
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 5 History of Landscape Archaeology 
2. Laura McAtackney 2013 Sectarianism. The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology of the Contemporary 
World, pp. 232-246 
3. Randall McGuire 2013 Steel Walls and Picket Fences: Rematerializing the U.S.–Mexican Border in 
Ambos Nogales. American Anthropologist 115(3):466–480 
4. Elijah Anderson 2004 The Cosmopolitan Canopy. The Annals of the American Academy of Political 
and Social Science 595:14-31 
 
2/7 A Good Pair of Boots: Romanticism and Empiricism  
Readings:  
1. Johnson Preface to Chapter 3 
2. Elizabeth Rush 2018 Divining Rod: Oakwood Beach, Station Island. Rising: Dispatches from the New 
American Shore, pp. 113-132 
 
2/11 Landscapes into History  
Readings: 
1. Johnson Chapter 4-5 
 
2/14 Phenomenology, Historic Ecology, and Race/Gender/Class Approaches 
Readings: 
1. Johnson Chapter 6 – Conclusion 
2. Handbook Chapter 6 Africa’s Later Prehistory 
 
2/18 Approaches to the Landscape: Methods and Techniques for Digging and Recording Landscapes  
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 35 Dating in Landscape Archaeology 
2. Handbook Chapter 38 Climate Change 
3. Shannon Lee Dawdy 2008 The Taphonomy of Disaster and the (Re)Formation of New Orleans. 
American Anthropologist 108(4):719-730 
4. Adrian Myers 2010 Camp Delta, Google Earth, and the Ethics of Remote Sensing in Archaeology. 
World Archaeology 42(3):455-467 
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2/21 Geoarchaeology: Geology and Geography of Landscapes 
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 46 Environmental Archaeology 
2. Handbook Chapter 55 Sub-surface Mapping 
3. Handbook Chapter 58 Formation Processes  
 
2/25 Maps and Counter-mapping and Recovering Landscapes 
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 18 Boundaries 
2. Handbook Chapter 19 Territory and Territoriality 
3. Handbook Chapter 20 Marks of Possession 
4. Handbook Chapter 59 Counter-mapping in the Archaeological Landscape 
5. Stacy Camp 2016 Landscapes of Japanese American Internment. Historical Archaeology 50(1):169-
186 
 
2/28 Phenomenological Approaches: Experiencing Landscapes  
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 16 Quarried Away 
2. Handbook Chapter 26 Phenomenological Approaches 
3. Handbook Chapter 27 Memory 
3. Handbook Chapter 31 Building and Architecture 
 
3/ 4 Environmental and Historical Ecological Approaches: Fictions of Wilderness 
Readings:  
1. Handbook Chapter 32 Southwest Asia 
2. Clark L. Erickson 2008 Amazonia: The Historical Ecology of a Domesticated Landscape. In The 
Handbook of South American Archaeology, pp. 157-183 
3. Nicole Boivin et al 2016 Ecological Consequences of Human Niche Construction: Examining Long-
term Anthropologenic Shaping of Global Species Distributions. Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences DOI: 10.1073/pnas.1525200113 
4. William Cronon 1995 The Trouble with Wilderness; or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature  
http://www.williamcronon.net/writing/Trouble_with_Wilderness_Main.html 
 
3/7 Approaching Social Power Inequalities on the Landscape: Race, Class, and Gender 
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 23 Gender 
2. Suzanne Spencer-Wood 1996 Feminist Historical Archaeology and the Transformation of American 
Culture by Domestic Reform Movements, 1840-1925. In Historical Archaeology and the Study of 
American Culture, pp. 397-445 
3. Mark Leone 1984 Interpreting Ideology in Historical Archaeology: Using the Rules of Perspective in 
the William Paca Garden in Annapolis, Maryland. In Ideology, Representation and Power in Prehistory, 
pp. 25–35 
4. Derek Alderman 2006 Naming Streets for Martin Luther King Jr.: No Easy Road. In Landscape and 
Race in the United States, pp. 213-236 
5. Kellim Brown 2013 From Tidewater to Tampa: Yard Activation in the Kongo-Atlantic Tradition. 
Kongo across the Waters, pp. 310-316 
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3/11 Cemeteries as Landscapes: Perspectives and Ideologies on the Organization of Places 
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 14 Living Landscapes of the Dead 
 
3/14 Visit Rosemary Cemetery 
Readings: 
1. Historic Cemeteries of Sarasota http://sites.ncf.edu/baram/HeritageStudies/historic-cemeteries-of-
sarasota 
2. Jane Jacobs Walk http://www.janejacobswalk.org/  
   
SPRING BREAK  
 
3/25 Landscapes Under the Seas  
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 10 Water 
2. Handbook Chapter 11 Reading Between the Lands 
3. Handbook Chapter 13 Sentient Seas 
4. Leary Part 1 
 
3/28 Contemporary Landscapes – Class Presentations of Contemporary Landscape Projects  
 
4/1 Beaches and Other Intersections: Visit Lido Beach 
Readings:   
1. Lido Beach website http://www.lidokey.net/beach.shtml   
2. USGS Beaches - Products of Waves and Sand 
https://geomaps.wr.usgs.gov/parks/coast/beach/index.html 
 
4/4 Archaeology of Northsealand  
Readings: 
1. Leary Parts 2-3 
 
4/8 Remembering Northsealand 
Readings: 
1. Leary Parts 4-5 
 
4/11 Civilizing Landscapes: Ancient States and their Landscapes  
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 15 Visions of the Cosmos 
2. Jonathan Shaw 2003 Who Built the Pyramids? Harvard Magazine July/August:43-49, 99 
3. Marc van de Mieroop 2003 Reading Babylon. American Journal of Archaeology 107(2):257-275 
 
4/15 Terraforming the Americas: Indigenous Landscape and Moving Mounds  
Readings: 
1. Lee Bloch 2018 Chapter 1 of Sweetgum's Amber: Animate Mound Landscapes and the Nonlinear 
Longue Durée in the Native South. PhD Dissertation, University of Virginia. 
2. Mike Toner 2008 City Beneath the Mounds. American Archaeology, pp. 31-35 
3. Asa Randall & Kenneth Sassaman 2017 Terraforming the Middle Ground in Ancient Florida. Hunter 
Gatherer Research 3(1):9-29 
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4/18 Scapes beyond Landscapes 
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 25 The Body 
2. Handbook Chapter 41 Fire 
 
4/22 Heritagescapes: Theme Parks and Other Fantasies Made Material  
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 63 Imagined Landscapes 
2. Mats Burström 2009 “Garbage or Heritage: The Existential Dimensions of a Car Cemetery” In 
Contemporary Archaeologies, pp. 131-143 
 
4/25 Struggles over Landscapes: Politics and Place-making  
Readings:  
1. Clive Ruggles and Nicholas J. Saunders 2012 Desert Labyrinth: Lines, Landscape and Meaning at 
Nazca, Peru. Antiquity 86(334):1126–1140 
2. Sandra Scham 2004 High Place: Symbolism and Monumentality on Mount Moriah, Jerusalem. 
Antiquity 78(301): 647–660 
3. Russell Handsman 2008 Landscapes of Memory in Wampanoag Country -- and the Monuments upon 
Them. In Archaeologies of Placemaking: Monuments, Memories, and Engagement in Native North 
America, pp. 161-193 
 
4/29 Class Presentations of Reconstructed Landscapes  
 
5/2 Class Presentations of Reconstructed Landscapes  
 
5/6 Conclusions  
Readings: 
1. Handbook Chapter 61 Valued Tribal Space 
2. Handbook Chapter 62 When a Stone Tool is a Dingo 
3. Handbook Chapter 64 Topographies of Values 
4. Handbook Chapter 65 Contested Landscapes 


