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Fall 2018 

 Peoples and Cultures of the Middle East 
 New College of Florida 
 
Professor Uzi Baram 

Class meets: Monday and Thursday 2:00-3:20 pm 

Classroom: College Hall 214 

Office Hours: Tuesday 1:15-2:15 & drop-in 

Office:  College Hall 205.  Office Telephone Number: 487-4217 

Email:  Baram@ncf.edu 

Syllabus avalable at http://sites.ncf.edu/baram/courses 

Canvas course 

 

Catalogue Description 
This course offers a cultural anthropological perspective on the region stretching from the North African 

shores of the Atlantic to the Anatolian shores of the Black Sea, from the Red Sea to Central Asia. Key 

issues for the peoples and cultures of the Middle East will include gender, kinship, ethnic identities and 

conflicts, and the social construction of history. As an anthropology course, there will be a focus on 

comparisons among groups and societies, issues of social power and social change, and cultural diversity. 

Ethnographies will focus discussions. Throughout the term, the Middle East will be explored both as a 

locality and as a discourse.  Prerequisite: previous course work in anthropology, or permission of the 

instructor. 

 

Prospectus 
The Middle East is a discourse and a location, a place of history and pressing contemporary concerns. The 

course offers a view on the region, its peoples and cultures, through ethnographies and complementary 

materials. A key concern for this semester is representations of and in the region, with consideration of 

approaches used in published ethnographies and online. 

 

Course Objectives 
1.   To present an anthropological perspective on the Middle East and its diversity toward a deeper 

understanding of social life and social relationship. This course provides the opportunity to explore some of 

the anthropological insights into the Middle East and to consider some of the organizing principles used by 

social theorists for the region 

2. To use ethnographies as an entry point to studying the peoples and social dynamics in the Middle East. 

The course provides exploration of ethnographies as a writing genre and analytical method 

3.   To examine representations of the peoples and cultures of the Middle East through such topics as 

cultural geography, gender and kinship, ethnicity and ethnic interactions, cultural practices and traditions, 

religions and ideologies, history and heritage. Since the Middle East is marked by ethnic primordialist 

conceptualizations of identity, we will open up the issues for social identity in the lives of Middle Eastern 

peoples with special attention will be given to anthropological concerns with heritage 

4.   To discuss the various influences producing unifying and stabilizing effects on the area, its peoples, and 

cultures and those factors causing dislocation, discords, and internal tensions. As an anthropology course, 

we will focus on comparisons among and between cultures and societies, issues of social power, social 

change, and cultural diversity 

5. To expand analytical, interpretive, research and presentation skills focused on a major geographic region  
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Format for Class Meetings 
The course will consist of lectures, readings, and discussion. The full participation of all students is 

encouraged and expected. The course runs best as a seminar: a seminar requires the active support of each 

and every student in the class. The discussions will revolve around the course topics and readings. 

 

Required Readings 
 Lila Abu-Lughod 2018 Veiled Sentiments: Honor and Poetry in a Bedouin Society. University of 

California Press. 

 Rebecca Bryant 2010 The Past in Pieces: Belonging in the New Cyprus. University of 

Pennsylvania Press.   

 L.L. Wynn 2007 Pyramids and Nightclubs: A Travel Ethnography of Arab and Western 

Imaginations of Egypt, from King Tut and a Colony of Atlantis to Rumors of Sex Orgies, Urban 

Legends about a Marauding Prince, and Blonde Belly Dancers. University of Texas Press. 

 Rachel Newcomb 2017 Everyday Life in Global Morocco  

 Journal articles and book chapters listed on the schedule of readings are available on Canvas in a 

file labeled articles and book chapters as PDFs  

 

Course Requirements 
1. Attendance: You are required to attend each and every class attendance (with the usual allowances for 

college-approved absences), complete readings prior to the class for which it is assigned, be ready to 

discuss those readings, participate in discussions, present on specific topics as requested by the professor, 

be attentive to current events regarding the region, and complete the written work on deadline.  Unexcused 

absences are a basis for an unsatisfactory evaluation for the course. 

 

2. Discussion: Quality not quantity is the requirement for discussion. I expect you to use your background 

in anthropology to situate the relationships between ethnographer and subject, explore the process of 

ethnography as well as the product of that research, measure each volume against your other 

anthropological readings (and ultimately among the course materials themselves), and raise critical 

questions about the anthropological perspective on the Middle East.  

 

3. Presentation on Religions or Cities  

Early in the semester, the class will be divided into two halves; one group will focus on specific religions 

and the other on a few of the cities and present, respectfully, on October 4th and November 1st. The 

selection of faiths and urban areas for the presentations will be provided in a timely manner.  For the short 

presentation, please use an innovative virtual presentation that is insightful and significant for 

understanding the peoples and cultures of the Middle East. The assigned readings for those class sessions 

are meant to illuminate anthropological concerns and can be analytically useful for the presentations.  

 

4. Written Work – all papers/projects will be uploaded to Canvas 

a. Where is the Middle East? A Short Exercise in Representations: Please upload to Canvas a short 

description (three to four paragraphs) describing the term “Middle East” and locating an example of the 

representation of that Middle East in Florida. The representation (in the form of a description or an image) 

can be a restaurant (like the Jordan Market in Lakewood Ranch), place names (Mecca Street, just south of 

campus), or architecture (the University of Tampa’s main building); the assignment only asks for a 

description of the term `Middle East’ and a local example. The assignment will receive a 

complete/incomplete designation – due by September 10
th

 at 3 pm 

 

b. Ethnographies from the Printed Page to Social Media: In previous semesters, the course requested 

response papers to the ethnographies as a means to reflect on the style of the writing, the meaning of the 

anthropological insights, and relevance of the scholar’s analysis. But in the social media age, this semester 

the concern moves to the digital translation of ethnographic research and findings and we will try 

something new. Please represent the major ethnographic insight from each volume on the factors that are 

stabilizing and destabilizing the case study and how that insight points to larger factors enveloping the 
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peoples of the region. You can complete the assignment, one for each of the first three ethnographies, 

through  

a. a short (1 -3 minute) video 

b. a single power point slide (with 3 images and 3 text boxes), or  

c. blog posting (of 5-8 paragraphs).  

This creative assignment asks you to locate what significant insights from the ethnographies (by, 

respectfully, Abu-Lughod, Bryant, and Newcomb) can address an audience that assumes the peoples of the 

Middle East are the Other, different from themselves in stereotypical ways. Please upload your digital 

representation, along with a paragraph explaining your choice to Canvas by the deadline below. You can 

use one media for all three ethnographies or use the options in any combination. 

Deadlines are  

i. Veiled Sentiments – Due on October 1
st
, uploaded to Canvas by 1 pm 

ii. The Past in Pieces – Due on October 25
th

, uploaded to Canvas by 1 pm 

iii. Global Morocco – Due on November 12
th

 by 1 pm 

The assignments will receive a satisfactory/unsatisfactory designation 

 

c. Final Assignment: The fourth ethnography experiments with representations by exploring multiple 

landscapes, transnationalism, archaeology, and tourism for the complexities of the idea of Egypt. The 

ethnographer does not predict the Arab Spring but does offer an analysis of social dynamics and 

inequalities in Egypt. After the three short projects that focus reading the ethnographies for factors that 

stabilize and destabilize Middle Eastern cultures, the final assignment asks you to explore the dynamics for 

the peoples of the contemporary Middle East, focused on the ethnographic materials in Pyramids and 

Nightclubs and the insights that come from your semester’s efforts on the region. In a 10-12 page essay 

(with references to appropriate course materials), reflect on the findings of cultural anthropology, with 

specifics from the Wynn ethnography, for understanding the Middle East today; the course concerns with 

representations and ethics will center your argument. The general question is quite simple: does 

anthropology matter for understanding the contemporary Middle East? The assignment is due, uploaded to 

Canvas on Monday December 10
th

 at 2 pm and will receive a narrative evaluation. 

 

Cross-listings:  
Peoples and Cultures of the Middle East fulfills a Cultural Anthropology thematic elective for the 

Anthropology AOC and is cross-listed with International and Area Studies. The course is Gender Studies 

Eligible. And the class fulfills LAC for Social Sciences and Diverse Perspectives. 

 

The Professor’s Approach to Evaluations and Deadlines 
There are no grades for this course; the satisfactory/unsatisfactory designation allows a great deal of 

flexibility for assignments, as is evident above. Work for the course, which includes projects, presentations, 

and engagement with course materials, will receive comments and students can assume an assignment is 

satisfactory unless a revision is requested. The course is predicated on the notion that students in the class 

want to engage, study, and learn the course materials and meet the class goals. 

 

The deadlines for assignments exist to ensure completion of course goals. When I receive your written 

work, I will strive to read and assess the work in a timely manner. The comments will point out strengths 

and weaknesses and your progress in the course; if I see a need for improving some aspect of your work, I 

will you to revise the work; if you do not revise, the assignment is unsatisfactory and the course will be as 

well. The goal is to meet all the course objectives toward mastery of the course materials. With the written 

work set up for your success, there are no extensions on deadlines – if circumstances create a situation 

where you are not satisfied with your work, hand in the extant draft with a note that you will revise the 

paper by a reasonable date (i.e., up to three days); I will evaluate the finished product. Since all the 

deadlines are noted on this syllabus, you will produce the assignments on the deadline.   

 

Accessing Professor Baram 
I will strive to arrive early to the classroom for each class meeting: that is a wonderful time to raise any 

questions about the course. My office hours are organized as open door: there is no need to sign up for a time 

slot, just come by my office. If there is a crowd of students, specific questions will be addressed; if you are the 
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only student to arrive and I am free, nearly anything related to the course, anthropology, or the Middle East can 

be discussed. Beyond office hours, if the door to my College Hall office is open, you can drop in and we can 

chat. In addition, I will reply to emails but please be polite in your requests and acknowledge my response to 

your questions/concerns. 

 

Beyond the Classroom: Films, Food, and Music 
The class meets for only a few hours a week but the issues and concerns should extend beyond the 

classroom walls. The professor is available for discussing issues and insights but class members are 

expected to explore the ideas, examples, and arguments outside of the classroom with each other.  

Everyone should be reading the newspapers (most major media from the region are available in English 

editions on-line; knowing the local languages is even better for research purposes), screening films and 

documentaries on the Middle East, reading novels, listening to music, engaging the large corpus of 

scholarship and continuing flood of commentary on the region, and eating Middle Eastern foods. You can 

gain insights from members of the local Middle Eastern communities, and talking to each other. The class 

might be confined by the time slots and the course is focused on specific anthropological goals but your 

efforts need not be limited to those concerns. Please discuss the Middle East a lot among yourselves. If you 

have any recommendations for events, food, films, or music, please share the information with the class. 

 

New College Policies 
 A student claiming a need for special accommodations because of a disability must work with the Counseling 

and Wellness Center, which will establish the need for specific accommodations and communicate them to 

the instructor. 

 Any suspected instance of plagiarism will be handled in accordance with New College policy on academic 

dishonesty. 

 No student shall be compelled to attend class or sit for an examination at a day or time when he or she would 

normally be engaged in a religious observance or on a day or time prohibited by his or her religious belief. 

Students are expected to notify their instructors if they intend to be absent for a class or announced 

examination, in accordance with this policy, prior to the scheduled meeting. 

 

 

 

Outline of Topics 
 
 

8/24 Mini-Class: The Continuing Significance of the Middle East for Anthropology, and 

for Us in General 

 

8/27 Introducing the Middle East: Historical Geography 

Readings: 

1. I.R. Manners, B.M. Parmenter, and R. King 2013 The Middle East: A Geographic 

Preface Chapter from Understanding the Contemporary Middle East 

2. Nazmi al-Jubeh and Daniel Seidemann 2017 Mapping Factors of Stabilization and 

Destabilization in the Old City. Governance and Security in Jerusalem. In Governance 

and Security in Jerusalem. pp. 89-104. 

3. Hiba Husseini 2014 The Necessity for Thinking outside the Box. In One Land, Two 

State: Israel and Palestine as Parallel States, pp. 233-243. 
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8/30 Past is Present: Middle Eastern Heritage 

Readings: 

1. A. Goldschmidt Jr. 2013 The Historical Context Chapter from Understanding the 

Contemporary Middle East 

2. Neil Silberman 2013 The Tyranny of Narrative History, Heritage, and Hatred in the 

Modern Middle East. Journal of Eastern Mediterranean Archaeology 1(2):175-184. 

3. Ayfer Bartu 2001 Rethinking Heritage Politics in a Global Context: A View from 

Istanbul. In Hybrid Urbanism, pp. 131-155. 

 

September 3 is Labor Day – Class does not Meet 

 

9/6 Representations: Orientalism and Its Critics 

Readings: 

1. Edward Said 1978  Introduction to Orientalism, pp. 1-36. 

2. James Zogby 2010 Super Myth One: They’re All the Same. Arab Voices, pp.59-71 

3. Stephen Silliman 2008 The “Old West” in the Middle East: U.S. Military Metaphors in 

Real and Imagined Indian Country. American Anthropologist 110(2):237-247. 

4. Irtefa Binte-Farid 2018 Politics of Sartorial Choices Anthropology News, July 18. 

 

September 10
th

 – Class does not Meet 

Assignment: Complete the first exercise 

 

9/13 Contemporary Issues: Challenges and Struggles across Middle Eastern Landscapes, 

and the Ethnographic Opportunities 

Readings: 

1. Monica Heller 2017 Shifting the Global Conversation on Refugees, an interview with 

Sarah Green. PEEPS http://peepsforum.com/refugee-crisis/  

2. Jeffery Goldberg 2013 The Modern King in the Arab Spring  The Atlantic 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/monarch-in-the-

middle/309270/?single_page=true  

3. Zeynep Tufekci 2017 Twitter and Tear Gas. Wired 

https://www.wired.com/2017/05/twitter-tear-gas-protest-age-social-media/   

4. Fran Markowitz 2013 Edgy Ethnography in a Little Big Place, In Ethnographic 

Encounters in Israel: Poetics and Ethics of Fieldwork, pp. 1-12 

 

9/17 Kinship: Families and Other Relations 

Readings: 

1. Elizabeth W. Fernea 1965 Excursion into the Country - a selection from Guests of the 

Sheikh. 

2. Andrew Shryock and Sally Howell 2001 `Ever a Guest in our House': The Emir 

Abdullah, Shaykh Majid al`Adwan, and the Practice of Jordanian House Politics, as 

remembered by Umm Sultan, the Widow of Majid. International Journal of Middle East 

Studies 33(2):247-269. 

3. Abu-Lughod Afterward to Veiled Sentiments 

 

 

http://peepsforum.com/refugee-crisis/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/monarch-in-the-middle/309270/?single_page=true
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/monarch-in-the-middle/309270/?single_page=true
https://www.wired.com/2017/05/twitter-tear-gas-protest-age-social-media/
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9/20 Honor and Shame, among the Bedouin 

Readings: 

1. Ahmed Abou-Zeid 1994 Honour and Shame among Bedouin of Egypt  Honour and 

Shame: Values of Mediterranean Society, pp. 245-259. 

2. Abu-Lughod Chapter 1 

 

9/24 The Gendered Debates over the Veil  

Readings: 

1. Abu-Lughod Chapters 2-4 

2. Elizabeth Fernea and Robert Fernea 1986 Symbolizing Roles: Behind the Veil  In 

Conformity and Conflict, pp. 235-242. 

3. Lila Abu-Lughod 2002 Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving? Anthropological 

Reflections on Cultural Relativism and Its Others. American Anthropologist 104(3):783-

790. 

 

9/27 Sentiment, Discourse, and Ideology 

Readings: 

1. Abu-Lughod Chapters 5-8 

 

10/1 The Social Geography of Peasants 

Readings: 

1. Eric Wolf 1968 Algeria  Peasant Wars of the Twentieth Century. 

2. Ted Swedenburg 1993 The Role of the Palestinian Peasantry in the Great Revolt 

(1936-1939).In The Modern Middle East, pp. 467-502. 

3. Nancy Reynolds 2017 City of the High Dam: Aswam and the Promise of 

Postcolonialism in Egypt. City & Society 29(1):213-235 

 

10/4 Presentations on the Religions of the Middle East 

Readings:  

1. Jillian Schwedler 2013 Religion and Politics in the Middle East. In Understanding the 

Contemporary Middle East, edited by J. Schwedler, pp. 377-410 

2. J. Andrew Bush 2017 An Offer of Pleasure: Islam, Poetry, and the Ethics of Religious 

Difference in a Kurdish Home. American Ethnologist 44(3):516-527. 

 

10/8 Middle Eastern Memories 

Readings: 

1. Daniel Lefkowitz 2004 Negotiations of Memory and Space. In Words and Stones: The 

Politics of Language and Identity in Israel, pp. 29-72. 

2. Bryant Introduction and Chapter 1 

 

10/11 Nationalism as Identity, focused on Cyprus 

Readings:  

1. Bryant Chapters 2-6 

2. Yael Navaro-Yashin 2006 De-Ethnicizing the Ethnography of Cyprus: Political and 

Social Conflict between Turkish Cypriots and Settlers from Turkey. In Divided Cyprus, 

pp. 121-139 
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FALL BREAK 
 

10/22 The Cyprus Problem through Ethnographic Informants 

Discussion of Assignment for The Past in Pieces 

Readings: 

1. Bryant Chapters 7-Conclusion 

 

10/25 On Violence, in the Middle East 

Readings:  

1. Frantz Fannon 1963 Concerning Violence. The Wretched of the Earth, pp. 35-106. 

2. Younes Saramifar 2018 Enchanted by the AK-47: Contingency of Body and the 

Weapon among Hezbollah Militants. Journal of Material Culture Studies 23(1):83-99. 

 

10/29 Divides of the Region and Reconciliation, focused on Israel/Palestine 

Readings: 

1. Rashid Khalidi 1997 The "Disappearance" and Reemergence of Palestinian Identity 

Chapter 8 of Palestinian Identity: The Construction of Modern National Consciousness, 

pp. 177-210 

2. Donna Divine 2017 Citizenship and Democracy in Israel. In Essential Israel: Essays 

for the 21
st
 Century, pp. 201-231. 

3. Ronit Avni 2006 Mobilizing Hope: Beyond the Shame-Based Model in the Israeli-

Palestinian Conflict. American Anthropologist 108(1):205-214 

4. Laurie King-Irani 2003 The Middle East In Race and Ethnicity: An Anthropological 

Focus on the United States and the World, pp. 328-347. 

5. Watch Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish 2013 I Shall Not Hate by Manatee Educational TV 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6_MsdslDgM or Dr Izzeldin Abuelaish 2013Educate 

For Change    

 

11/1 Presentation on the Cities of the Region  

Readings: 

1. Janet Abu-Lughod 1987 The Islamic City- Historical Myth, Islamic Essence, and 

Contemporary Relevance International Journal of Middle East Studies 19(2)155-76. 

2. Justin McGuiness 2001 Neighbourhood notes: texture and streetscape in the Médina of 

Tunis. In The Walled Arab City in Literature, Architecture, and History: The Living 

Medina in the Maghrib, pp. 97-120. 

3. Ghassan Moussawi 2017 Queer Exceptionalism and Exclusion: Cosmopolitism and 

Inequality in `Gay Friendly’ Beirut. The Sociological Review 66(1):174-190. 

 

11/5 Representing Morocco 

Readings: 

1. Newcomb Introduction  

2. Newcomb Chapter 1 Transnational Suspicions: Marriage and Changing Gender Roles 

 

11/8 Globalizing Morocco Families, Work, and Food 

Readings: 

1. Newcomb Chapters 2-4 
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November 12 Veteran’s Day – Class does not Meet 

 

11/15 Morocco in a Neoliberal World 

Readings: 

1. Newcomb Chapter 5. Dwell: Urban Nostalgia as Neoliberal Critique  

2. Newcomb Conclusion 

 

11/19 Archaeology of an Antique Land 

Readings:  

1. Wynn Chapters 1-3 

Supplemental: 

2. Neil Silberman 1989 Egypt: An Uneasy Inheritance. In Between Past and Present: 

Archaeology, Ideology, and Nationalism in the Modern Middle East, pp.153-168. 

 

November 22 Thanksgiving – Class does not Meet 

 

11/26 Touring an Antique Land 

Readings: 

1. Wynn Chapters 4-5 

2. Petra Kuppinger 1998 The Giza Pyramids: Accommodating Tourism, Leisure and 

Consumption City & Society 10(1):105-119. 

 

11/29 Egyptian Landscapes and the Complexities of the Middle East 

Readings: 

1. Wynn Chapter 6 

2. Heba Aziz 2001  Cultural Keepers, Cultural Brokers: The Landscape of Women and 

Children – A Case Study of the Town Dahab in South Sinai  In Contested Landscapes, 

pp. 121-132. 

3. Joseph Hobbs 1989 The Tourist (Chapter 10) and The New Golden Calf (Chapter 11) 

Mount Sinai, pp.261-309. 

 

12/3 Ongoing Events and Anthropology for the Middle East Today 

Readings: 

1. Robin Wright 2012 Prologue: The Sandstorm. From Rock the Casbah: Rage and 

Rebellion Across the Islamic World, pp. 1-11. 

2. Robin Wright 2012 Epilogue: The Morning After. From Rock the Casbah: Rage and 

Rebellion Across the Islamic World, pp. 257-269 

3. Lila Abu-Lughod 2012 Living the “Revolution” in an Egyptian village: Moral Action 

in a National Space” American Ethnologist 39(1):21-25 

4. Hayder Al-Mohammad and Daniela Peluso 2012 Ethics and the "rough ground" of the 

Everyday: The Overlappings of Life in Postinvasion Iraq. HAU: Journal of Ethnographic 

Theory 2(2):42-58. 

5. Cynthia Enloe 2013 Egyptian Women, Feminism, Revolutions: the Dining Party. 

Seriously!: Investigating Crashes and Crises as if People Mattered, pp. 151-178. 


