
Spring 2021 
ANTH 3400-001 

 Race and Ethnicity in Global Perspective 
 New College of Florida 
 
Professor Uzi Baram 
Canvas course: YAD - Full Distance Learning Course 
Class Meets:  Monday and Thursday 12:30-1:50  
Office Hours: Monday 10-11 am & by appointment  
Office Telephone Number: 487-4217 Email: Baram@ncf.edu 
URL for syllabus: http://sites.ncf.edu/baram/courses 
 
Catalogue description: 
Race haunts the USA. Racism, antiSemitism, Islamophobia, ethnic conflicts, xenophobia, 
and other social divides seem on the rise and seem to have much in common. This course 
explores the intellectual history for Race and offers anthropological perspectives on human 
differences, with and without inequalities. We will consider the historical development of 
the race concept, models for ethnic identity and ethnic interactions, and explanations for 
social relations around the globe. The first half of the course focuses on North America and 
in the second half we will survey the globe, focusing on southern Africa, the eastern 
Mediterranean, east Asia, and western Europe. The implications of our understandings of 
race and ethnicity in conjunction with the implications of the divisions will be explored via 
ethnographic texts.  Recommended:  prior coursework in anthropology.  
 
Fulfills: Diverse Perspectives, Social Sciences LAC; International and Area Studies; Gender 
Studies Eligible; thematic cultural anthropology elective for the Anthropology AOC 
 
Prospectus: 
The central concern in the course revolves around the ways and means of organizing and classifying 
human difference.  Race and ethnicity are significant approaches for understanding and managing 
human biological and social variation.  We will critically examine the historical development and 
cultural construction of categories as the dilemma of difference, striving to move beyond biological 
determinist and social constructionist arguments to confront race today. 

 
The master's tools will never dismantle the master's house. 

Audre Lorde 1984 Sister Outsider 
 
The course has two major components.  The first half focuses on the development of the Race 
Concept in North America. The majority of that discussion will expose the legacy of Anthropology 
for understanding human biological and social diversity.  We will critically evaluate several models 
and understandings of race and ethnicity in order to recognize the social and intellectual implications 
of the various approaches. We will be following the argument in Stamped from the Beginning to 
guide our consideration of the ontology of contemporary racism.  
 

Racist: One who is supporting a racist policy through their actions or inaction or 
expressing a racist idea. 
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Antiracist: One who is supporting an antiracist policy through their actions or 
expressing an antiracist idea 

Ibram X. Kendi 2019 How to Be an Antiracist 
 
The second half of the course examines how the American Race Concept has gone global with the 
continuing development and changes in Race as a means to differentiate humans. The course 
employs case studies to illustrate changes in ethnic relations as well as transformations in the 
understandings of human differences that have come with globalization. The approach follows the 
person-to-person interactions that ethnographers seek to capture, guided by the theoretical insights 
from Imagined Communities.  The components of the course come together in our attempt to better 
understand the social phenomena of difference in the world today.   
 

…definition of the nation: it is an imagined political community - and imagined as both 
inherently limited and sovereign. 

Benedict Anderson 2016 Imagined Communities 
 
The anthropological perspective will hopefully help to build an understanding of human diversity.  
We will use the anthropological analysis of social divisions as a guide through ethnographic texts 
and case studies.  The implications of the social divisions will be considered in terms of history, 
social relations, and identity, with the recognition that Race continues to be a pressing concern in 
academic discourse, social analysis and theory, and in human social relations. 
 
Format: 
Lectures, seminar-style discussions, and student presentations are parts of this course.  The readings 
are the basis for class discussions.  Students are responsible for completing readings on time, to 
research the background on the case studies and historical/theoretical concerns and to use a case 
study to complete several written assignments as well as present their work to the class.  The class 
will evaluate readings and discuss the implications of various models presented during the semester.  
The topics confronted in this course are quite challenging; please see Canvas for approaches to a 
productive classroom. 
 
Course Goals: 
The main goal of the course is a comparative, historical perspective on human difference, focused on 
the concept of race.  Anthropology, as the study of people, has been obsessed with the issue of race, 
propelling the race concept into scientific and popular discourse and recently debunking the notion 
that humans are divided into `races.'  We will consider these academic developments as well as 
popular perspectives on race and ethnicity.  Through this examination, it will be argued that the race 
concept is now found in the terms ethnicity, civilization, and cultures.  As new terminologies are 
formed to continue the racialist notions, we need to understand the social implications of the race 
legacy.  
 

One must never tire of repeating that racism is a monstrous error or impudent lie. 
Franz Boas 1942  

 
The implications of race and ethnicity, racism and ethnocentrism, and other aspects of social 
relations will be delineated over the semester.  As components of social stratification, race and 
ethnicity organize social relations.  The details of people's lived lives from the ethnographies should 
inject complexity to our understandings of social difference.  The global perspective is meant to 
provide context for our society, to see the contested issues more clearly. 
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Third, by exploring several case studies from around the world, we will be able to evaluate models 
and theories regarding human difference.  Hopefully, via this endeavor, we will reach a better 
understanding of the silencing of people, oppression, and genocides of the early twentieth-first 
century as well as the trajectory that includes attempts to naturalize, scientize, and commodify 
differences.  This understanding should be useful in conceptualizing solutions to social divisions or, 
at least, help us to rethink academic and folk explanations of social difference.  
 
Learning Objectives: 

 Situate the dominant debates over human differences in terms of the intellectual history of 
the race concept 

 Identify and apply an historical anthropological approach to the study of race and ethnicity 
 Write about the challenging issues of social divisions as well as present a case study 

 
Required Texts: 

 Ibram X. Kendi 2017 Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in 
America. Perseus Books.  

 Benedict Anderson 2016 Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of 
Nationalism. Revised edition, Verso 

 Daniel Monterescu and Haim Hazan 2018 Twilight Nationalism: Politics of Existence at 
Life's End. Stanford University Press  
 

Articles and Chapters on Reserve 
The articles and book chapters listed in the outline of topics below are available via Canvas  
 

All our silences in the face of racist assault are acts of complicity. 
bell hooks 1995 Killing Rage: Ending Racism 

 
Evaluation: 
Your evaluation will be based on three components: attendance, written work, and a final class presentation. 
1. You are expected to attend each and every class, to complete the readings for that day, and be prepared to 
discuss the readings and your own research.  The key for discussion is quality not quantity.  If you need to miss 
class, contact the professor via email, voice mail, or a message in his mailbox.  All reasonable requests for 
absences will be honored; more than one unexcused absence is a basis for not satisfying the course. 
 
2. The written work for the course is structured around a case study of your choosing.  As an anthropology 
course, you have wide latitude in choosing an example for your semester long project, but I will discourage 
using the USA as the focal point. Within the first few weeks of the term, you will need to decide on your case 
study, and have it approved by the professor. Examples used in the course are encouraged. All the below papers 
are based on your case study and are created to provide a step-by-step development of mastery of a case study 
and success with anthropological analysis; the writing component is set up for your success in the course. This 
course project will address a central problem in the anthropology of race and ethnicity: What do we know about 
race today? Your case study, along with the examples from the course, will be used to address that deceptively 
simple-looking question.  
 
a. Your proposal 
Please provide a one-to-two-page double-spaced paper explaining your choice of a case study for this course. 
Explain the case study, your interest in the topic, and how the case study will help address issues of race and 
ethnicity from an anthropological perspective. Please upload your paper to Canvas by 10 am on February 25th. 
The evaluation for this assignment will receive either a complete or incomplete 
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b. Reading log for Stamped from the Beginning 
For each class session with chapters from Kendi assigned, write out the key points and a listing of historic 
events invoked in the chapters. The key questions as you read the chapters that should be addressed in the 
reading log: Does the information in the chapter move us from the 16th to 20th centuries in logical, sustained 
manner? How does the concept of Race change over those centuries? What are the significant mechanisms for 
sustaining and expanding social inequalities? Upload to Canvas for each of the four parts of the volume. The 
evaluation for this assignment will be either complete or incomplete 
 
c. Your Case Study and Race: Social Relations 
Building on your proposal, you have two avenues to address Race as social relations. You have two options; 
please upload your work to Canvas on March 22nd by 10 am. This assignment will receive a narrative 
evaluation 

i. a traditional essay: a three-to-five-page double-spaced paper, address the following issues: Describe 
the argument employed in Stamped from the Beginning and indicate how it will be useful for your 
research paper. Present the nuances of Kendi’s approach to Race, with particular attention to 
discussions from the classroom.  There are paradoxes involved with race today; explain the dynamics 
for your case study. 
ii. an unessay: a visual representation addressing Race as social relations, including visual clues to 
Kendi’s approach to Race as read in Stamped from the Beginning. As a creative project, your 
imagination is the key – do not expect limitations from the professor (see below for the final project, 
similar to the written work, the visual can build toward your final project, but that is not required) 

 
d. Social Identity and Social Hierarchies: the Role of the State 
Building on the issues surrounding Race and social relations, explore the role of the state for social identities in 
your case study. Benedict Anderson famously provides a useful definition for nationalism; more importantly, 
the concept of imagined communities gives us several social and institutional elements involved in the 
development of nationalism among people within a state's boundary; describe them for your case study. There 
are two options for this assignment, Due on April 13th, uploaded to Canvas by 11 am. The assignment will 
receive a narrative evaluation. 

i. a traditional research paper – three to five-pages employing Anderson’s framework to illuminate the 
development of nationalism for your case study 
ii. an unessay – a visual representation from the grave of the unknown soldier, national museum, or 
census from your case study that illustrates the points from Anderson about the construction of 
national identity 

 
e. Class Presentations on Twilight Nationalism: each student will be assigned a chapter from the ethnography 
and convey to the class the dynamics of identity gleamed from the ethnography. Completion of the 
presentation, on the dates noted below for the ethnography, is a requirement to satisfy the course. How you 
convey the ethno-portrait of Jaffa resident is up to you, within the bounds of this anthropology course. The 
assignment will receive a complete/incomplete evaluation. 
 
f. Final Project 
a. Reviewing your previous coursework, organize your final project to address social divides for your case 
study in an anthropological manner, as presented in this course. Race and ethnicity in the contemporary world 
is a locus of tensions and conflicts, and a tool for differentiating peoples. For the final paper, analyze your case 
study in terms of the anthropological perspective developed in the course, playing special attention to the 
diversity of approaches and case studies in the textbook. Which anthropological models best help us to 
understand the social identities and social tensions involved in your case study?  What are the implications of 
that model for ameliorating, solving, or better understanding the racial/ethnic conflict? There are two options 
for the final course project but both require citation of the course texts, the explicit use several of the course 
readings for the analysis and for comparisons, and at least four significant references on the topic, are required 
for the final paper. Due on May 11th by 11 am uploaded to Canvas; graduating students have an earlier date. 
The assignment will receive a narrative evaluation on the course narrative evaluation. 
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i. a traditional research paper: Twelve to twenty pages addressing the above questions 
ii. an unessay: options include: 

 Infographics  
 A video 
 A series of songs (like a musical or opera) 
 A theatrical play. 
 A series of cartoons or a comic book  
 Watercolor/painting/charcoal artwork 
 Create a website 
 Embroidery, knitting project 

 
b. Class Presentation 
You will present your research project to the class at the end of the semester, as noted on the outline of topics 
below as workshops. The presentation is the opportunity to explain your term project and test out your ideas 
and analysis in front of the class before the final paper is completed. The format is a workshop rather than 
formal presentation in order to improve your work and submit a final product that addresses the significant 
concerns generated by this course. 
 
The Professor’s Approach to Evaluations and Deadlines: 
There are no grades for this course; the satisfactory/unsatisfactory designation allows a great deal of 
flexibility for assignments. For discussion, quality not quantity is the key. Written work for the course will 
receive comments and students can assume the work is satisfactory unless a revision is requested but the 
goal is to write and speak about race and ethnicity in a clear, anthropological manner. The key expectation 
for the course is that students in the class want to engage, study, and learn the course materials and meet the 
class goals. 
 
The deadlines for assignments exist to ensure completion of course goals. When the professor receives your 
written work, he will strive to read and assess the paper in a timely manner. The comments will point out 
strengths and weaknesses of the paper and your progress in the course; if the professor sees a need for 
improving some aspect of your work, you will be asked to revise the paper. But the comments are a means 
to open up discussion on your work so use office hours to complete the process that can ensure your 
success in meeting the goals of the course. The process is set up to meet course goals. With the written 
work set up for your success, there are no extensions on deadlines – if circumstances create a situation 
where you are not satisfied with your work, hand in the extant draft with a note that you will revise the 
paper by a reasonable date (i.e., up to one week); the professor will evaluate the finished product. Since all 
the deadlines are noted on this syllabus, you will produce the assignments on those dates.   
 
Beyond the Classroom: Office Hours, Peer Discussions, and Journaling: 
The class meets for only a few hours a week, but the issues and concerns should extend beyond the 
classroom walls. The professor is available outside of class for discussing issues and insights but class 
members are expected to explore the ideas, examples, and arguments outside of the classroom with each 
other.  
 
Beyond the course materials, everyone should be reading the large corpus of scholarship and continuing 
flood of commentary on race and ethnicity available in publications and social media. But let’s not try to 
squeeze everything into the class time slot. You gain insights from other students, your friends, and family 
by talking and listening to each other, and those insights inform your analysis of course materials, but the 
course is focused on specific anthropological goals and while your efforts need not be limited to those 
concerns, be focused on course materials during class meeting times and offer your opinions on race and 
ethnicity in other venues. Since race and ethnicity transverse the political and the personal having a journal 
to jot down or express fully your reactions, concerns, and understandings can be effective for many 
students; you can bring those notes to the professor and share them with your classmates or use them as a 
release for your current thinking and changes in your approach. 
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All New College Policies will be followed: 
 A student claiming a need for special accommodations because of a disability must work with the 

Counseling and Wellness Center, which will establish the need for specific accommodations and 
communicate them to the instructor. 

 Any suspected instance of plagiarism will be handled in accordance with the College’s policy on 
academic dishonesty. 

 No student shall be compelled to attend class or sit for an examination at a day or time when he or 
she would normally be engaged in a religious observance or on a day or time prohibited by his or 
her religious belief. Students are expected to notify their instructors if they intend to be absent for 
a class or announced examination, in accordance with this policy, prior to the scheduled meeting. 

 

Outline of Topics 
 
Mini-Class 
Social Divides Today: Race and Its Continuing Tragedies  
 
Week 1 Social Divisions and the Changing Meanings of Race 
Monday, February 1, 2021  
Introduction to the course: Human Nature and the Importance of Debating Race 
Readings: 
1. Stephen Jay Gould 1985 Human Equality is a Contingent Fact of History. From The 
Flamingo's Smile: Reflections in Natural History pp. 185-198. 
2. Audre Lorde 1984 The Master's Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master's House. From Sister 
Outsider, pp. 110-113.  
3. Ta-Nehisi Coates 2014 The Case for Reparations. The Atlantic 
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/ 
4. watch PBS 2020 ‘Caste’ Author Isabel Wilkerson on America’s Race and Class Hierarchy 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/caste-author-isabel-wilkerson-on-americas-race-and-class-
hierarchy 
 
Thursday, February 4, 2021 
Theories, Many Theories about Race 
Readings 
1. Audrey Smedley 1998 "Race" and the Construction of Human Identity. American 
Anthropologist 100(3):690-702 
2. Franz Boas 1906 The Outlook for the American Negro. In The Franz Boas Reader, pp. 310-
316 
3. Leonard Lieberman 2003 A History of “Scientific” Racism. In Race and Ethnicity, pp. 10-35 
4. Kendi Prologue 
5. Kendi Epilogue 
 
Week 2 Framing the Issues:  Race and History 
Monday, February 8, 2021 
Anthropology Explores Ideology: What is Race? 
Readings: 
1. RACE – Are We So Different? http://www.understandingrace.org/  
2. Eric Wolf 1982 Introduction to Europe and the Peoples Without History, pp. 3-23 
2. Hazel Markus 2011 Who Am I? Race, Ethnicity, and Identity. In Doing Race, pp. 359-289 
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Thursday, February 11, 2021 
Origins of Race Concept  
Readings: 
1. Kendi Part I Cotton Mather Chapters 1-3 
 
Week 3 Determining Race 
Monday, February 15, 2021 
Determining Race: Colonialism and Slavery 
Readings: 
1. Kendi Part I Cotton Mather Chapters 4-6 
 
Thursday, February 18, 2021 
Determining Race: Classifications and Hierarchies 
Readings: 
1. Kendi Part II Thomas Jefferson Chapters 7-9 
2. Thomas Jefferson 1787 Selection from Notes on the State of Virginia. In Defending Slavery, 
pp. 47-54  
 
Week 4 Race as Ideology 
Monday, February 22, 2021 – No Classes 
 
Thursday, February 25, 2021 
An Ideology for Differences and Inequalities 
Readings: 
1. Kendi Part II Thomas Jefferson Chapters 10-12 
 
Week 5 From Race Science to Popular Acceptance of Difference 
Monday, March 1, 2021 
Race Overcoming Variation: Measuring Differences 
Readings: 
1. Kendi Part III William Lloyd Garrison Chapters 13-16 
 
Thursday, March 4, 2021 
The Rise of the Popular Acceptance of Race 
Readings:  
1. Kendi Part III. William Lloyd Garrison Chapters 17-20 
 
Week 6 Resistance  
Monday, March 8, 2021 
Striving to be American  
Readings: 
1. Kendi Part IV WEB DuBois Chapters 21-25 
2. WEB DuBois 1953 Of Our Spiritual Strivings. From The Souls of Black Folk 
 
Thursday, March 11, 2021 
Decolonizing Africa and Decolonizing the Mind 
Readings: 
1. Kendi Part IV WEB DuBois Chapters 26-29 
2. Ashley Montagu 1942 What is the Solution? From Man's Most Dangerous Myth: The Fallacy 
of Race, pp. 351-359 
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Week 7 Struggles against Racism 
Monday, March 15, 2021 
Civil Rights 
Readings: 
1. Kendi Part V Angela Davis Chapters 30-33 
2. Angela Davis 1998 Reflections on Race, Class, and Gender in the USA. The Angela Davis 
Reader, pp. 307-324 
 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
New Politics at the End of the 20th Century and into the 21st Century 
Readings:  
1. Kendi Chapter V Angela Davis Chapters 34-37 
2. Kendi Epilogue 
 
Week 8 Race Goes Global 
Monday, March 22, 2021 – No Classes  
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
Apartheid South Africa: the Rise and Fall of a Race State 
Readings: 
1. Archbishop Desmond Tutu 2003 Forward to Truth and Reconciliation Commission of South 
Africa Report. Available online at: http://www.info.gov.za/otherdocs/2003/trc/  
2. South Africa Constitution of 1996 
http://www.info.gov.za/documents/constitution/1996/index.htm    
3. Kenichi Serino 2016 How Apartheid Haunts a New Generation of South Africans. The Atlantic 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/09/south-africa-apartheid-mandela-born-
free-university/500747/  
 
Week 9 Expanding Terminology  
Monday, March 29, 2021 
Debating Ethnicity; Explorations of Identity in Social Relations 
Readings: 
1. Angela Saini 2019 Why Race Science is on the Rise Again. The Guardian 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/may/18/race-science-on-the-rise-angela-saini 
2. Frederik Barth 1969 Introduction to Ethnic Groups and Boundaries: The Social Organization 
of Culture Difference, pp.9-38  
3. Donald Brown 2003 Ethnicity and Ethnocentrism: Are They Natural? From Race and 
Ethnicity, pp. 90-101  
 
Thursday, April 1, 2021 
Nationalism as Social Identity – Homogenizing Heterogeneity   
Readings: 
1. Randall McGuire 2013 Steel Walls and Picket Fences: Rematerializing the U.S.-Mexico Border in 
Ambos Nogales. American Anthropologist 115(3):466-480 
2. Anderson Chapters 1-3 
3. Woodrow Wilson 1918 14 Points 
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=62&page=transcript  
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Week 10 Ethnicity, Ethnic Divides, and Ethnic Cleansing 
Monday, April 5, 2021 
Nationalism and Diversity within the People’s Republic of China  
Readings: 
1. Anderson Chapters 4-8 
2. Gladney 1998 Clashed Civilizations? Muslim and Chinese Identities in the PRC. In Making 
Majorities, pp. 106-131 
 
Thursday, April 8, 2021 
When a State Wars Against its own People: Genocides of the Last Century and Now 
Readings:  
1. Serbian Academy of Arts and Sciences 1986 Serbian Academy of Arts and Sciences (SANU) 
Memorandum. Making the History of 1989, Item #674 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/1989/items/show/674  
3. Samantha Power 2002 Preface to A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide, pp. 
xi-xxi 
4. UN Declaration of Human Rights https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ 
5. UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/genocide.shtml  
6. Richard Byrne 2006 Rebuilding Balkan Bridges. Chronicle of Higher Education 
 
Week 11 The Eastern Mediterranean 
Monday, April 12, 2021 
The Ottoman Empire and Post-Ottoman Divides: Cyprus  
Readings: 
1. Anderson Chapters 9-11 
2. Yiannis Papadakis 2006 Nicosia after 1960: A Bridge and a Dead Zone. GMU: Mediterranean 
1(1):1-16 
3. Rebecca Bryant 2012 Partitions of Memory: Wounds and Witnessing in Cyprus. Comparative 
Studies in Society and History 54(2):332-360 
 
Thursday, April 15, 2021 
Incomplete Post-Ottoman Divisions, as seen in Tel Aviv-Jaffa 
Readings: 
1. Twilight Introduction and Part I 
 
Week 12 Jaffa as Case Study 
Monday, April 19, 2021 
Identities: Coexistence, Tolerance, and Silences 
Reading: 
1. Twilight Part II 
 
Thursday, April 22, 2021 
Ethnic Divides or Ethno-Futures? 
Readings: 
1. Twilight Part III and Epilogue 
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Week 13 Race and Ethnicity as Identity Today 
Monday, April 26, 2021 
Anti-Essentialist Approaches to Classifications, Places, and History 
Readings:  
1. Elijah Anderson 2004 The Cosmopolitan Canopy. The Annals of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science 595:14-31 
2. Roger Echo-Hawk 2007 In Which the Problem with Race is that It has Died. From The 
Enchanted Mirror: When the Pawnees Became Indians, pp. 2-12 
 
Thursday, April 29, 2021 = Bacc Days – Class does not meet 
 
Week 14 Workshopping Final Projects 
Monday, May 3, 2021 
Class Presentations: Workshop Final Project 
 
Thursday, May 6, 2021 
Class Presentations: Workshop Final Project 
 
Week 15 Conclusions 
Monday, May 10, 2021 
A Positive Conclusion 
Readings:  
1. Stephen Jay Gould 1981 A Positive Conclusion. From Mismeasure of Man, pp.321-336 
2. bell hooks 2013 Bonding Across Boundaries. From Writing Beyond Race, pp.143-159 
 
 
 


